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Abstract

Religious tourism is defined as traveling from one country to
another or moving within the borders of a country with its own
eyes to visit the holy places. It is tourism that is concerned with the
spiritual side of the human being. It is also a mixture of religious
and heritage contemplation for the sake of calling and drawing
closer to God.

The Kurdistan Region of Iraq in general, and the city of
Erbil in particular, is a region and a tourist city in which all the
elements of natural tourism are available, both human and natural,
as the city of Erbil has many tourist elements that depend on it for
tourist attraction, whether it is locally from within the region or
abroad.

Religious tourism has recently emerged as an economic
pattern of great use in the budgets of countries and societies. It has
become worthy of official and societal attention to the extent that a
country is no longer devoid of a religious landmark that strengthens
the public tourism system and helps support the national economy.

Based on the realization of the utmost importance of the
economic viability of religious tourism for the Kurdistan Region
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and the city of Erbil, this study tries to show that the city of Erbil
possesses many places and religious tourist sites, as it has gained an
independent personality that can influence the effect of economic
change in the study area, after being familiar with the current
situation of this economics The vital sector, and then developing an
integrated vision for its future, believing in its importance as one of
the alternative economic sectors worthy of parallel to oil in the
Kurdistan Region, and a sense of the need to move forward in
identifying priorities for economic planning, and exploring the
financial streams that are more flexible and faster in terms of the
ability to strengthen the general budget of the region.

For the purpose of achieving the goal of the research and
reaching the results of the study, the research was divided into four
sections, where the first one deals with the definition of the study
area, and the second study deals with the definition of the
importance of the religious geographic factor and the components
of religious tourism in the study area, and in the third section we
deal with the spatial distribution of the variables of the religious
tourism components in a city Erbil. As for the fourth topic, it
analyzes the reality of religious tourism in the city of Erbil. And
then, in the end, to refer to the researcher's conclusions, and the
most important recommendations that the researcher recommends
for the development and development of religious tourism in the
study area.
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