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Abstract

This article focuses on Language acquisitionas a process
which can take place at any period of one's life. In the sense of first
language acquisition, however, it refers to the acquisition,
unconscious learning, of one's native language during the first 12 or
24 months of age. The research also reviews current approaches to
first language acquisition, arguing in favor of the theory that
attributes to the child an innate knowledge of universal grammar.
Further, this knowledge can accommodate the systematic nature of
children's non-adult linguistic behaviors. It also analyzes the factors
and other mechanisms that influence first language acquisition.

This research provides a survey composed of two key
questions for parents, such as: 1. Which one of your kids acquired
language earlier, daughter or son? 2. At what month of age your kid
uttered the first word? The researchers used quantitative and
descriptive methods. The research also reviews individual
differences, specifically debates the critical period in kids’
language acquisition, motivation, memory, and factors that are
effective on the language acquisition process. Finally, the study
discusses the methodology, language pedagogy as well as the
suggestions for further understanding and considering the details in
association with the first language acquisition.

Key words: L1 acquisition, language development, children,
mothers, age, gender
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1.Introduction

It goes without saying that children around the world master
the immediate language they hear around them in their
environment. At the beginning of their age ,children have to learn
many things that will last them for the rest of their life, such as
walking, motor skills, socializing, and for socializing they might as
well learn the language that is uttered around them (Bates, 1994,
p.37). Language is what distinguishes humans from other living
forms (creatures) on earth, and it is extremely considerable to think
how effortless it is for such young children to acquire language in
all its complexity in such short time. In just a few years, children
learn the elementary and simple components of their mother
tongue, in which they learn the phonology, morphology, semantics
and syntax of their native language (Clark, 2003, p.43). The style
and rate, at which children acquire language, have universal
characteristics even though there could be individual variation, to
some degree, in the process of language development. These
differences in language development can often be seen between
one and three-year-old children, concerning the utterance of first
words. According to researchers, the second year displays the most
variability in the early lexicons children acquire. Research on first
language acquisition is relatively recent. In the 1960°s, the
American linguist, Noam Chomsky, introduced the idea of an
innate competence that all children have, in which he argued that
the language development of a child is largely derived from an
innate system. “Behaviorist learning principles could not account
for the rapid acquisition of an infinitely productive language
faculty” (Gleason, 1978, p.36). They claimed that children could
not possibly learn all they need to know about language though
hearing the speech around them only because the linguistic input to
young children is very poorly structured. This is because linguistic
studies on first language acquisition have mainly focused on the
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psychological part of the development and much less on the social
factors and individuality. First language acquisition still remains a
mystery and researchers are still debating on how much of it is
innate, or natural, and how much is learned by nurture. But do all
children learn their native language at the same rate and style? Can
all parents expect their children to go through the same regularities
and continuities in their child’s language development as in other
children or are there some variations that can occur? Our focus is
on language development and how it emerges from the early stages
of linguistic development. This research includes an Introduction,
focuses on the review of the literature and features a brief overview
of key background of L1 acquisition and the factors like gender,
culture, style, and environmental issues that leave effect on the
process of language acquisition. Afterwards, the researchers look
into the early articulation and words combination; it also focuses on
the stages of word-uttering through which children go which is an
overview of the regular patterns of development in language
acquisition of children from birth to two-year-old. Finally, the
researchers concluded the research by developing a clear and
succinct methodology, results, and conclusion.

2.1. Review of Literature
Theoretical Background

According to Chomsky (1957, p.13), “language contains a
group of limited sentences and each sentence was limited by its
length, so each of them includes several restricted rules”. Chomsky
believes that children are programmed genetically to walk when
they reach a certain stage of development; they are programmed to
talk and own innate ability to acquire language. The mentalist
approach contains several regular steps to acquire a language such
as (babbling, one-word utterance, two-word utterance). The first
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step of a child's life shows us (simple smile, crying, screaming etc.)
but their signs and images could refer hundreds of meanings that
they communicate and send messages to others. According to
Chomsky (2009, p.101-102) “Language acquisition is a matter of
growth and maturation of relatively fixed capacities, under
appropriate external conditional. The form of acquisition and use of
language that is acquired is largely determined by internal factors;
it is because of the fundamental correspondence of all human
languages, because of the fact that human beings are the same,
wherever that a child can learn any language.” Eric Lenneberg and
Noam Chomsky for fifty years have argued this hypothesis. The
child is hard-wired, and has endowment and innate language-
specific abilities that control and make language learning easy. A
universal grammar, hypothesized by Chomsky which is about
innate linguistic knowledge, also referred to language acquisition
devices to acquire language and apply it as inborn capacities.
Children acquire mother tongue habits by the use of varied
babblings which are similar to the words produced by the person
and the members of families around them. Boysson (2001, p. 73)
stated that the family is the best school or learning center for
children of early age. Mothers can understand their babies when
they are expressing their needs or feelings through crying, smiling,
shouting, screaming etc. The language does not include just
utterances or verbal words. Expressions, gestures are also parts of
the language. When the child cries, it refers to pain, hungry, sleep.
Their smile refers to comfortable and good health. According to
Brown (1973, p.39), children acquire language through imitation of
parent's surrounds or members of their families. The process of
language acquisition has some basic requirements such as required
interaction with other language users, cultural transmission,
Physical capability of sending and receiving signals in a language.
Children acquire and learn the basic elements of their native

language such as (Morphology, Semantics, syntax, Questions,
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negatives). In the example of developing morphology (The first
inflection to appear is — ing ( Mommy reading book), the child
fixes (s) for words as ( ' foots' 'mans' 'feets' ' mens’) ,children in
their first step produce the sound, then single word utterances.
According  to  (Fromkin 1983, p.164),  “children’s
early expressions, comprising essentially of single words, were
once considered to carry the meaning of entire sentences; they were
labeled  holophrastic”.  The newborn  children communicate
or create single words but each of those words comprises sentences
meaning for the case when the child says (water = | need water or
I'm parched). The syntax is the arrangement of sentences, clauses,
phrases. Parents do not focus on how their children to learn syntax.
They focus on what the child is saying, rather than on how they say
it. “The remarkable features about development syntactic rules in
that seem to take place almost unnoticed with no explicit
instruction” (Gleason 1978, p.139).

2.2. Language Acquisition and Language Learning

According to Crystal (1985, p.437), “Language acquisition
refers to the learning of a linguistic rule”, i.e., the rule of grammar,
phonology or semantics. And language development implies
further use of this rule in an increasingly wide range of linguistic
and social situations. Petrarch (2015, p.58) argued that language
acquisition is an unconscious process during which children are
unaware of grammatical rules. Many scholars, theorists and
researchers make distinction between “language acquisition” and
“language learning”. Language acquisition deals with acquiring
language as a mother tongue or the first language. Hyde (1988, p.7)
believed that “language acquisition is a subconscious process of a
gradual development of ability through use in natural
communicative situations with other speakers.” According to
Corder (1973, p.109), “Language acquisition takes place during the
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period when the infant is maturing physically and mentally”. In
other words, language learning refers to learning a second language
which generally starts at a later stage when language performance
has already become established and when many other physical and
mental processes of maturation are complete or near completion
(Gleason, 1978, p.82). Learning a second language is different in
many respects from the acquisition of the mother tongue. Firstly,
the conditions under which acquisition and learning take place are
different. Language acquisition takes place in childhood when a
child grows physically and mentally, and language learning occurs
at a later stage after the first language or mother tongue has been
mastered. Secondly, the motivation and spur for the processes of
acquisition and learning are also different. Language acquisition
comes quite naturally, while language learning occurs “as a result
of the discovery of its practical utility” (Corder, 1973,
p.110).Thirdly, the language learning also differs from language
acquisition on the basis of data. A child acquiring his/her native
language is exposed to a different kind of data which are
unorganized, ungraded and unsystematic. These are not “carefully
planned or logically ordered set of data” (Corder, 1973, p.110).
Moreover, these cannot be treated as “teaching syllabus” in any
sense of the word. Fourthly, the second language learning in many
cases occurs formally, that is, through formal instructions for which
the instructional materials are “carefully planned and logically
ordered”.

2.3. Home Environment and Language Development

Robin, (2012, p.19) declares that home literacy environments
impact on developing language and reading. (HLE) (The home
literacy environments are composed of materials and expressions
such as child opportunities for verbal interaction, parental literacy
teaching activities and habits). The home environment consists of
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the parents, and close people who live surrounded or relatives. A
child is an infant of between 3 and 5 years in pre-nursery or nursery
school. Influence means changing something or speaking by the
power or action. Teaching storybook or telling a story. That is,
narrating a story for children by parents especially grandparents
have great influence on the child's mental and language
development. The infants can repeat the words which they heard
during telling a story. They believe that everything is a reality in
the story. Mulet (2008, p.51) believed that when children are
learning crawl or babbling and produce band sounds, during this
time, the parents and surroundings are supporting them by smiling,
kissing, cuddling, taming and any other actions that motivate
children to repeat the utterances. Carol (2015, p. 27) declared that
parents try to provide words, combine words, or sentences, asking
questions from parents to infants are an appropriate way of
developing their children's ability to talk. For example (Mom: Do
you want milk? Do you want to sleep?) If the child didn't reply
even one word of the questions, but it helps them to remind the
questions in their minds which asked by their parents so the heard
words or questions are being familiar gradually.

2.4. Gender Differences

According to Crawford (2001, p.61), Lifelong is reproducing
both males and females in families, societies, nations, countries all
over the world. The domesticity comprises parents and children
foster. The parents make abide for our damnedest to confine both
male and females babies. As we know everything is not the same,
every people differ, in face, eyes, color, behavior, and vocalization.
Macaulay (1978, p. 353) observed that “little girls on the average
learn to talk earlier and more quickly than boys; they outstrip them
in talking correctly; their pronunciation is not spoilt by many bad
habits and awkwardness so often found in boys.” That is, mean
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girls are smarter than boys to talk. Females' concentration is better
than males. The inclusive review of thousands of psychological
studies show that there is sex variation. Maccoby and Jacklin
(1974, p.46) concluded that there are only four psychological areas
consistently been found “males appear to be more aggressive than
females, to excel in visual-spatial ability and to excel in
mathematics, while females excel in verbal ability.” The findings
of many studies show that girls begin to talk earlier than boys.
Females have greater smoothness in such things as spelling,
writing, and the essay in the learning of foreign language. There is
a lack of difference in early ages or birth, while this notice is bigger
and different in adults. Many cases and studies verify that girls are
faster to acquire language than boys.

Fromkin and Rodman (2007, p.83) examined the acquisition of
vocabulary by eighteen children between the ages of one and two.
The case showed that all the boys fell in the group with the slower
and later acquisition but the girls have got the vocabulary faster.
That is, the vocabularies were fifty words, so the boys at twenty-
two months but the girls at eighteen months old. Irena (2007,
p.198) stated that “the capacity to acquire knowledge relates to
mind and cognitive development, even though the boys were older
than girls but their ability for acquisition quitter and least.” It does
not mean that every female is smarter or faster to talk and learn
than males. It comprises of many factors such as (environment,
culture, age, hereditary, health, etc... The priority capacity and
responsibility begin with parents or families who support their
children to talk more in order to learn more (Golombok & Fivush,
1994).
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2.5. The Relationship between Culture and Language
Acquisition

Natali (2017, p.17) argued that culture is a large field which
comprises language, cuisine, social habits, music, and art etc...
Language is a part of the culture, as it is known, it has many
nations with different languages in dissimilar cultures or cultural
differences in the world. Do children acquire language in other
culture that is not their own? How can they be familiar with
cultural differences? People use language in different societies or
situations. For example, in a specific area or family, a child of this
domain acquires the parents environmental utterances, behavior,
habits, etc.., so if the same child is isolated in that family and is
taken to another different family in different area and culture, for a
limited time, so a different lucid happens on this child. She/ he
could be familiar with two different cultures and different
utterances .Another example, the employees in a specific area, the
language that they use will reflect or depict their thoughts or
feelings which are influenced by their workplace atmosphere.
According to Boysson (2001, p.43), French mothers are more
comfortable than the American mothers when it happens to their
children acquire their native language. Many American learners
have a better ability to speak in their native language than others
since the quick advancement of the lexicon in American children
is associated with the choice of monosyllabic targets.

2.7. Caregiver Importance and Its Effects on Children's
Development

A caregiver is a person who provides direct attention for
children, elderly or any other members that need to take service
into consideration. Language improvement or development in
children, especially, in early age, hinges on some of their linguistic
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experience and capability of speaking. Richard (2003, p.92)
comments it is difficult for every child to improve his/her language
or acquire and communicate without caregivers or parental
members and home environment. All of these can develop a
language through communication, and the carelessness by parents
or caregivers towards children affects their talking and language
evolution (Kalmar, 1993, p. 37). Taking care of children provides
them great effects in their survival, development, and growth.
Precociousness refers to practices, behavior or duties of caregivers
such as providing or preparing food, health, food, etc. with
emotional and stimulation supports. It is not only the practices
themselves, but also the way they are performing to help infants’
growth with responsiveness and attention. The conversation
between caregivers and children includes many characteristics and
concepts mentioned above (Bruner, 1978)

3.1. Early Articulation and Word combinations

According to Clark (2003, p.51), child's early age includes
some steps for talking as mentioned before; this process starts after
birth so the infants cannot produce utterances before a very early
age, especially elementary months. There are good experimental
substantiation of language like behaviors which occur when a child
voices during the first three months. Their first hums are naught
more than, crying, shouting, screaming, cooing. Yule (2012, p.173-
174) believed that infants word production in early ages need
support and motivation by their parents, adults, family members or
home environment since it will have a great role in developing
infants talking The caregivers are the first aid helpers for providing
and progressing their baby's articulation. After cooing and
babbling, children often produce the first-word utterance as (Daa,
Baa, and Maa). The caregivers can input and involve to help
children produce words as soon as possible, repeat words more and
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more in order to make infants imitate them and focus on word
voicing. Mothers communicating with infants, in early age, mainly,
includes single word utterances. As children add something to
their first words, they add specific features to how they prompt
what they need and what they are keen on. This all initials
comprising more information and hence more difficulty in each
word. Clark in (2003, p.166) argued that the newborns in one-year-
old do not state very frequently, they usually say one word at a time
and produce their words at prolonged intermissions, with long
pauses between utterances.

Fletcher & Garman (1988, p. 97) announced that children
produce two-word mixtures as they make requirements, define
positions and activities as they deny some state of affairs. What do
children do with first multiword utterances? They tie them to
preceding utterances and they use them to add new information.
They are relying on common ground with the adults in
conversation. When the adults do not possess the pertinent
information to considerate what the child is talking about, they may
flop to find the necessary common ground. Children usually pay
attention to their parents or care givers' mouth movements when
they articulate words. Newborns usually depend on their mothers
rather than other members of the family enclosed them. According
to Kalmar (1993, p.82), when an unknown person communicates
with a child and asked him some questions, the child might not
reply to the questions, but if the same question is asked by the
child's mother, he or she replies the question and will start to
communicate because infants know their mothers’ voice and there
is a strong relationship between them. Bollinger (2002, p.29) and
Corder (1973, p.64) argued that it is difficult to understand babies
sound when they are producing words because they usually change
letter sounds; in any case, mothers can understand their babies
better than others.
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3.2. Stages of Language Acquisition

Language acquisition is regarded as one of the most
considerable aspects of human development. Children acquire
knowledge of the language or languages spoken around them in a
relatively short time with little apparent or purposive efforts, “This
could not be possible without two crucial ingredients: a
biologically based predisposition to acquire language, and
experience with language in the environment” (Frenandez &
Cairns, 2011, p.97). Further, “Studies of linguistic development
have revealed that children pass through a series of recognizable
stages as they master their native language. Although the age at
which children will pass through a given stage can vary
significantly from child to child, the particular sequence of stages
seems to be the same for all children acquiring a given language”
(Akmajian, 1995, p.456). The case reported traces the language
development of the child Anwar from an Arabic-speaking home,
from her first vocal sounds to the first sentences since her birth, the
study was carried out in the form of “diary” and the traditional
method of phonetic transcription was used to record utterances. It
was found that she had acquired Arabic by the time she was age
five.

3.2.1. Early Vocalizations

Crying “Birth cry” was the first vocal response the child
Anwar made. Later, crying was used to convey the basic
physiological needs, such as hunger and thirst. Crying sounds were
also produced when she was in pain, discomfort, or when
frightened. After a couple of months, the crying started diminishing
and developed “cooing”.
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3.2.2. Cooing

Cooing is the next stage of vocalization. It refers to the
production of non- crying sounds. In case of Anwar, the period of
cooing continued up to the seventh month. During this period her
vocalization mainly consisted of the following: (1) Long vowels,
such as a:, u:, i:. (She went on lengthening these vowels). (2) Short
vowels /a/ and /u/ (combined with/m/, such as “am”. At this stage,
she also used to make gurgling sounds. Cooing normally conveyed
her being comfortable and contended.

3.2.3. Babbling

When she became around seven months, the quality of her
vocalization changed and she started babbling. Babbling, compared
with cooing, includes a wider variety of sounds richer in both
consonants and vowels. The www.ccsenet.org/ells English
Language and Literature Studies Vol. 4, No. 4; 2014 20, voiced
bilabial plosive /b/ was the first consonant uttered by Anwar. It is
worth mentioning that the voiceless counterpart is missing from
Arabic. Then acquired another consonant /m/, the bilabial nasal.
After these two consonants, she also acquired the alveolar nasal /n/.
During the babbling period, she acquired the front consonants /t/
and /d/. These consonants were uttered forming syllables, such as,
“ba”, “ma”, “ima”, “mama”, “ta”, “da”, “ida”*, “iba”, “ita”, “taa”,
etc. This actually started around the eighth month of her age. It was
found that though these were meaningless utterances and seemed to
serve no communicative function, they resembled her first
meaningful words of the holophrastic stage. Fromkin (1983) &
Hazim (2010) regarded babbling as a necessary step in language
development. Babbling occurs because the child is innately
disposed or programmed to babbling”.
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3.2.4. The One Word-Stage:

According to Fernandez & Cairns (2011, p.32), the child starts
to talk individual or single words, the words that are acquired are
usually names of important people, greeting, foods, objects within a
daily routine, and these words are used to change their environment
such as "telegraphing speech” ,for example, give, open, go, etc. It
mainly occurs around age nine to eighteen months, so here in
holophrastic pace child's mind has little developed and she has the
capability to produce single words. The infant is growing ability to
record the sounds and then control vocal productions that occurred
in the late stage of babbling, but at this point, s/he has better
regularity. Hazim (2010, p.14) and Thiede (2014, p.27) believed
that when a single word stands for a phrase in a sentence, it is
referred to as a holophrastic stage. This talent appears to be based
on a strategy of selecting the most educational word that applies to
the situation being remarked upon. A child who wanted candy, for
example, candy rather than want since the former word is more
instructive in this situation. Similarity, a child who signs a new toy
would be more likely to say toy than see.

Briefly, in this stage, children focus on more things mentally,
but produce just single words verbally.

3.2.5. The Two Word-Stage

Children typically start this stage by juxtaposing two words
with equal intonation on both and a pause between them as if each
were a word being pronounced in isolation ' Mommy...sit; Daddy
..Go... Typically children start to combine words when they are
between eighteen and 24 months of age (Akmajian, 1995, p.87).
Around thirty months, their utterances become more complex as
they add additional words and also affixes and other grammatical

morphemes. The transition of two-word utterances have been seen
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as, perhaps, the single most uncertain issue in the study of language
development (Bloom, 1998, p.92).

The  final  organization  of dialect securingis  called
the transmitted organize.  This  stage is  named because
itis comparativeto what is seen in a telegram, and it
includes fair sufficient data for the sentenceto make sense, for
illustration, "Mommy  eat"  "Daddy goes”  etc.  Child’s
lexicon increments is from 50 words to up to 13,000 words. At
the conclusion of this stage, the child starts to combine plurals, join
words and endeavor to induce or hold of tenses (Yule, 2012, p.175)
and Bollinger (2002, p.87).

3.1. Methodology

This research was conducted via using a quantitative survey
and a descriptive method which included basic demographic
questions about a child's first-word articulation in different months
of age with reference to gender differences in first language
acquisition. The questions were directed to twenty-five mothers in
Ruanduz district by the researchers. All mothers have brought up
infants with different genders males and females. All of them have
a good experience of bringing up and raising infants. The main
purpose of this survey is to find out and be familiar with child's
gender differences in acquiring first language earlier.

Research Questions
This study aims at answering two main questions:

1. Which of your children (son or daughter) learned the first
word-combination earlier?

YAYA Yorq s /Y o)l /Y S [ edis )8R



2. At what month of age he/she uttered the first word or the
first word-combination?

Participants

In order to collect the data from the participants, the
researchers chose twenty-five mothers who were residents in
Ruanduz district, and all of them have reared children in both
genders, male and female. They had a good experience of raising
up infants. The age of the parents ranged from 25 to 50, the total
number of infants who their mothers talked about was (51), the
range of their age was around twenty months to over thirty months.
The Participants replied both questions appropriately and
succinctly.

Instruments and Procedures

The instrument of the research was a survey that included two
main questions. The questions were (Which of your kids learned
the first word-combination earlier, daughter or son? At what month
of age your kid uttered the first word? ). In fact, the researchers
interviewed mothers by asking them the same two questions used
in the quantitative model. Some of the parents were not able to read
and write. Therefore, the researchers interviewed them and
completed the survey accordingly. The mothers provided the real
evidence about their infants in the process of producing and
acquiring words; also they indicated some factors which influenced
infants in the process of articulation; however, we could not
mention the whole extra verbal-information and factors the parents
provided since our research was associated with quantitative
method. The researchers visited parent's homes gradually in an
appropriate circumstance. (See Appendices A & B)
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Data analysis and Results

The data of the research collected from parents using
quantitative and descriptive methods. The responses were given the
number and then calculated and concluded out of percentage. The
researchers used SPSS program for scoring data.

The result of the question (Which of your kids learned earlier,
daughter or son?) showed that girls learned earlier than boys. 15 of
mothers said that their daughters learnt sooner, which is 60%.
However, 10 mothers said that their boys learnt sooner which is 40
% the percentage contradistinction was 20%. (See the chart below)

20

15
M Girls
10 ———————
W Boys
0 - )
Girls Boys
Girls 15 %60
Boys 10 %40
Variance % 20
Total 25 %100

(Chart A)

When the participants were asked the second question (At
what month of age your children uttered the first word?), they
indicated that 8 children vocalized first word in 10 months of age; 3
boys which is 37. 5% and 5 girls which is 62.5%. Also, in eleven
months of age were 13 children. 7 boys, which is 53.84% and 6
girls which is 46.15%. Moreover, 21 infants showed their first
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utterance at twelve months of age; 10 girls, 47.6% and 11 boys,
52.38%. However, over twelve months of age were 9 kids. 5 boys,
equal 55.6% and 4 girls, equal 44.4%. (See chart B, below):

At what month of age your kids learned uttered the first word-
combination?

12

8
6 W Girls
4 = Boys
2
0
Ten Months Eleven months Twelve months  Over twelve months
Months of age Boys Girls
Count | per coun | per
t
Ten months 3 37.5% |5 62.5%
Eleven months 7 53.84% | 6 46.15%
Twelve months 10 476% |11 52.38%
Over twelve |5 55.6% |4 44 4%.
months
Total 25 26
(Chart B)

The researcher's interview showed that the item included some
factors which leave effect on kids to produce words earlier or later.
Some mothers said that some of their children who had articulated
earlier are those who grew in an extended family where several
members had been talking with them frequently. Some other
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parents said that the infants who learned earlier were owing their
siblings in the same family whose age was close to them. That is,
the age difference between them was just one to two years.

Discussion and Pedagogy

First language acquisition and child's language development is
a complex item. So many psychologists have glimpsed and
mentioned varieties of ideas, believes, thoughts etc. They have tried
to proof it through their theories such as Behaviorism, innateness,
Cognitive etc. which are indicated in previously in this research.
They argued about infants first language acquisition, and some of
them have supported others idea, and some others have criticized
each other. For example, Skinner and Chomsky. Skinner believes
that the children acquire and learn through imitation, habit, practice
and coping from parents while Chomsky controverts Skinner.
Chomsky believes that language is innate, pre-programmed.
According to him, children have born with ability to learn and they
are developing their language through practice and home
environment role. The factors which influence first language
acquisition have been explained before such as gender,
environment, and age, and also indicated the stages of language
acquisition.

The mothers indicated some important information about their
infants’ language acquisition stages, some of them said "A child
can affect another child to develop language and talking, two
children can learn from each other easier, especially if their average
age is near to each other". Some other mothers said" talking more
with children can progress the capacity of talking.” Also, others
believed that motivating infants have a great influence on talking,

such as smiling, playing games, singing a song, and embracing
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when a child vocalizes new word or repeat your words again and
again.

Conclusion and Recommendation

Research on child language development continues and many
questions have yet to be answered. Exploration of similarities and
the regular patterns of child language development are easy to find,
but study on the linguistic variations, in the early stages, are not
easy to find. The problem is how hard and complex it is when
children acquire their native language, but young children seem to
make it so easy. Typical evolvement in newborns looks pretty
straight-forward in their first year where their first word should be
uttered around their first birthday, but after that things become
unclear. The next stage is somewhere around eighteen months old
where the child should have around fifty words in their vocabulary,
but according to research that is not always the case. The age at
which young children articulate their first words and acquire their
fifty words of vocabulary can change just as the development of
motor skills can differ, such as crawling and walking. The ones that
have a vocabulary of fifty words around twenty-four months old
are considered late-talkers. Normally though, by the time they are
three years old, they should have caught up to their peers. This gap
in environmental influences can have impact on the vocabulary
development noticeably when keeping in mind that no child has the
exact same education.

Home environment and caregiver's speech affects
developing a child's language acquisition. Language acquisition is
an implicit process. Infants acquire language mainly through their
parents via imitation. Parents do not focus on a child's grammar

and word or sentences arrangement, they mostly focus on how their
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children talk and produce words. Gender differences and many
other factors which are mentioned above can have impacts on
language acquisition. The survey of the research indicated that girls
acquire language and learn earlier than boys. Language acquisition
process immediately starts after birth and passes through some
stages such as babbling, one word-stage, two word-stage, and
telegraphing speech. Each of these steps includes its own
characteristics. The survey also focused on the one-word stage. The
result showed that not all children vocalize the first word in the
same age or in a specific time. It depends on a child's capability
and a parent's role in developing infants for talking. According to
the mothers’ responds, in the survey, it is shown that newborns
usually produce the first word around ten months of age. We
suggest that other researchers cope with the same case expansively
with reference to second language acquisition and its factors that
influence the L2 acquisition process.

Appendix A
A perception of first language acquisition
Dear participant

This questionnaire aims at identifying a perception of first
language acquisition. Your answers are valuable and important as
parents, please answer honestly.

Thank you
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Mother I:l Father I:l

Which of your kids leant earlier, Daughter or son?

1/ Boy |:| Girl |:|
2/ Boy |:| Girl D
3/ Boy |:| Girl |:|
4/ Boy |:| Girl D
5/ Boy |:| Girl D
6/ Boy |:| Girl D

Total

Boys: 40% Girls: 60%
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Appendix B
A perception of first language acquisition
Dear participant

This questionnaire aims at identifying a perception of first
language acquisition. Your answers are valuable and important as
parents, please answer honestly.

Thank you

Mother |:| Father |:|

At what age your kids uttered the first word?

Ten months Twelve months over twelve months
Boy D Girl D Boy D GirlD Boy[:] Girl D Boyl:l Girll:]
Boy D Girl D Boy D GirlD BoyD Girl D BoyD GirlD
Boy E Girl I:l Boy D GirlD BoyD Girl D BoyD Girl\:|
Boy E Girl E Boy D GirlD BoyD Girl \:] BoyD Girl\:|
Boy E Girl E Boy D Girl\:l BoyD Girl D BoyD Girl\:l
Boy D Girl E Boy D Girlm Boym Girl \:l BoyD Girl\:l
Boy D Girl D Boy D Girl\:| BoyD Girl D BoyD Girl\:l
Boy \:l Girl D Boy D GirlD BoyD Girl I:l BoyD GirlD
Boy D Girl D Boy D GirlD BoyD Girl D BoyD GirlD
Boy D Girl |:’ Boy D Girll:’ BoyD Girl D Boylj Girl|:|
Boy I:I Girl D Boy D GirlD Boy[:] Girl D Boyl:l GirlD
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