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Abstract

The village of Mami Khalan is located in the choman District, within the independent
administration of Soran, in Erbil Governorate, in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. It was classified
as a new archaeological site in 2020 by the Directorate of Antiquities and Heritage in Soran,
during the implementation of a road construction project in the area. The discovery of pottery
dating back to the first millennium BCE, characterized by features of Urartian art, shed light on
the historical significance of this region, which lies on the western border of the Urartian Empire.
This paper examines the functional role of cup-shaped depressions (cupules) and their cultural
significance to the ancient inhabitants of the Zagros region. The researcher conducted a field
survey of 15 archaeological sites, including castles, settlements, cemeteries, wells, rock
formations bearing rock art, as well as remains of cupules, vessels, and cookware. Most of these
are recent discoveries that had not been previously recorded by the Soran Directorate. The
findings suggest that these cupules may have served purposes such as indicating directions,
marking seasonal changes, functioning as calendars, or even predicting events. Additionally,
two other notable monuments—Ilocally known as Kole Doshaw and Johnny (or Herkaw)-may
have been associated with sacred wine production or sacrificial rituals.

Keyword: Mami Khalan village, Urartian, petroglyphs, cupules, MORTER, Kola Doshaw.
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