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Abstract

Affiliation with political parties and the exercise of political rights are significant topics
emphasized by international conventions, constitutions, and legal frameworks. These rights
serve as a measure of the democratic nature of any political system, reflecting its true
essence. Without justice, there is no freedom, and without participation, there is no justice.
Contemporary states tend to support various rights and freedoms for their employees,
including political affiliations. Additionally, there are other restrictions imposed on public
employees that they are obligated to observe.

Based on this premise, we divided this research into three sections.

e The first section addresses political affiliation in three subsections:

e The first subsection discusses political affiliation in the context of the law.

e The second subsection covers political affiliation in the judiciary.

e The third subsection examines political affiliation in legal theory.

e The second section explores the political affiliation of public employees and its
manifestations in two subsections:

e The first subsection focuses on the right of public employees to vote and run for public
office.

» The second subsection discusses the right of public employees to political affiliation and the
expression of political opinions.

e The third section examines the restrictions on public employees’ exercise of political rights
in two subsections:

e The first subsection covers the duty of obedience to superiors.

e The second subsection discusses the obligation to maintain professional confidentiality.
At the conclusion of the research, we reached several findings, including the following:

In France, public employees are fully entitled to join political parties and express their political
opinions. However, in Egypt and Iraq, the right is fluctuating between prohibition and
permission and between full and partial guarantees.
Additionally, we offer recommendations, including urging the Iraqi Parliament to amend laws
that restrict the exercise of political rights. One such law is the Iragi Parliament and Provincial
Council Elections Law No. 12 of 2018, specifically Article (7/Clause Six), which denies this right
to many public employees. Another recommendation is to amend Article (49/Clause Six) of the
Iragi Constitution, which prohibits combining parliamentary membership with any other
official position.
Keywords: Public employee, political affiliation, political rights, right to vote, right to run for

office
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