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Abstract

This study is historical sociological research that examines an important and overlooked topic
in our society: the life experiences and resilience of Barzani women following the 1983 genocide
and their role in post-genocide social reconstruction. The primary objective of this research is
to understand the crimes committed by the Ba'ath regime, including deportation and genocide
against the Barzanis, as well as to comprehend the survival strategies employed by Barzani
women in confronting oppression and persecution, and their specific approaches to protecting
family and culture. To achieve this purpose, the study relies on Anna Masten's resilience theory,
which focuses on adaptation and development in the face of adversity. The research adopts a
qualitative methodology using a descriptive-analytical approach based on content analysis of
twenty-six written sources, comprising historical books, master's and doctoral theses, and
academic articles spanning from 1993 to 2023, all related to the Barzani genocide and
particularly the role of women following the 1983 genocide. This research makes an important
and novel contribution to understanding the impact of genocide on social change and the role
of women in overcoming obstacles in post-genocide society. The findings of this study reveal
that due to the genocidal killing of their men, Barzani women were able to assume new roles,
transforming from traditional motherhood to family leadership and cultural preservation.
Furthermore, this research highlights the importance of examining women's experiences in
Kurdish society, particularly in post genocide conditions, and serves as a valuable resource for
future researchers working in the fields of historiography and sociology.
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