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Abstract

This research provides a detailed analysis of the position, structure, and transformations of the
Federal Supreme Court in Iraq, focusing on the constitutional and legal challenges it has faced
from its establishment phase to the enactment of its 2021 law. The core problem of the study
lies in the gap between the constitutional text and the laws currently in force. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the research relies on constitutional texts, laws, and the
influential decisions of the court itself.

The findings reveal that the court's operation under Law No. 30 of 2005 created a legitimacy
crisis. Furthermore, the 2021 law, while resolving the issue of composition, introduced a new
violation by disregarding Article 92 (Il) of the Constitution, which mandates the inclusion of
experts in Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and law. The results demonstrate that these legal and
constitutional voids have not only created a legitimacy crisis for the court but have also caused
it to transform from its role as a guardian of the constitution into an influential political actor.
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