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Abstract

This article examines the relationship between postcolonialism and contemporary migration
from the Global South to the Global North. While migration is often explained through economic
push-and-pull factors, this study highlights the importance of historical, cultural, and social
dynamics rooted in colonial legacies. Using postcolonial theory as a conceptual framework, the
research explores how former colonial relationships continue to influence patterns of migration,
particularly from regions such as Asia, Africa, and Latin America to countries like the United
Kingdom, France, the Netherlands, and Italy. The analysis draws on existing literature and
empirical studies to argue that colonial histories have created enduring cultural and
institutional linkages that shape migrants’ decisions and destinations. These include shared
language, education systems, and perceived familiarity with the colonizing culture. The study
concludes that postcolonial theory provides critical tools for understanding how the past

continues to inform present-day migration trends beyond purely economic explanations.

Keyword:  immigration, colonialism, postcolonialism, cultural continuity, South—North
migration..
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