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Abstract

Commercial centers are the modern interface of the markets, which has become one of the
most prominent landmarks of the city that encourages commercial exchange, marketing and
shopping. The markets have been known since ancient times and the market has evolved
through the stages of development of the city and took different and specialized status, until it
reached its contemporary image. The research aims to classify Erbil commercial centers into
categories according to the principles and standards, taking into account the specific conditions
for them, and standardize it, then provide several solutions and recommendations. The study
relied primarily on the inductive approach, as it started from the field reality of shopping centers
and collected data to develop a proposed classification. At the same time, it made partial use
of the deductive approach by employing international and national classifications and
comparing them with the local context. The research was structured into three main sections
in addition to the introduction. The first section addressed presenting the study area and the
theoretical framework by defining the key concepts. The second section was dedicated to
reviewing international and national classification standards for shopping centers and
proposing the most appropriate classification. The third section focused on applying the
proposed classification to the existing shopping centers in Erbil. The study concluded with a set
of findings and recommendations that support its results.
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