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Spatial Analysis of Asphalt Industry in Kurdistan Region of
Iraq

(Study in Geography of Industry)
Abstract:

The Industrial activity is an important aspect of the economic
activity of any country due to its contribution to provide job
opportunities and increasing the national income. This study tries to
analyze the spatial elements of the asphalt industry in Kurdistan as
one of the industries that have grown significantly during the recent
period due to the development that the region witnessed in
construction and urbanization which was motivated by the
inevitable increase in the population. The increase of population led
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to increasing demand for paving roads and surfacing them along
with other projects that require asphalt as a main component.

The main goal of this paper is to present a historical survey of

the asphalt industry in the study area and analyze its constituents
such as natural, human and geographic factors and then to
determine its geographical distribution in the provinces of the
region as well as locating the areas of industrial concentration in
these province.

As a result of our investigation, the following points can be

reported:

1 - The asphalt industry is one of the important industries in the

study area, its beginning date back to the eighties of the last
century, but it flourished considerably after 2004 as a result
for the development of the cities of the region to such an
extent that the number of industrial units for asphalt in 2018
increased to 63 factories.

2-1In the study area, the geographical distribution of asphalt

factories varies a lot, for example Erbil province comes first
with 31 factories employing about (710) workers which mean
(55.5% of the factories and 49.2% of the workers).
Sulaymaniyah comes next with (21) factories and (345)
workers, which constitutes (27%) and (33.3%), respectively.
Dohuk comes in third place (17.5%) for the factories and
similar figure (17.5%) for the number of workers.

3-1In terms of size, most of the asphalt factories can be

av.

categorized within medium industries range, which amounted
to (65%) of the total factories.
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4 - The industrial concentration equation shows that the highest
concentration of asphalt industry appears in the districts of
Bardarsh in Duhok with a statistical value of (2.1), while the
lowest concentration levels appear in in the center of
Sulaimaniyah with (0.5) of the standard Industrial
concentration.

Keywords:( Asphalt Industry, Industrial Concentration,
Industrial  Ingredients, Industry, Geographical Location,
economic activity)
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