5MEJ FEXER Soran University | Twejer | Volume:7, Issue:3, Dec 2024 aai

The Attitude of Kurdish Jurists in South Kurdistan towards the Barzan
Issue (1932-1958)

Neamat Ali Mahmood !, Amanj Ahmad Mustafa?

Soran University - Faculty of Arts - History department
DOI: https://doi.orq/10.31918/twejer.2473.27
Published: 23/12/2024

Abstract

The Barzan National Movement, which originated in the early 1930s as a part of the broader
Kurdish national liberation movement, persevered despite numerous challenges such as arrests,
killings, and deportations. The Barzan people had a longstanding desire for forgiveness and the
opportunity to go back to their native land.

They consistently turned down various government proposals to relocate them from the Barzan
area, even rejecting a housing project initiated by the Reconstruction Council in the Makhmur
region of the Erbil district. Their plea for repatriation extended beyond their personal
aspirations, with several representatives asserting their right to return to Barzan as a rightful
entitlement. They also pressed for compensation and the release of detainees. Prominent
leaders in this effort included Mahruf Jiawk, Masud Mhamad, and Mahmood Baban.

Our research strictly adhered to the principles of historical research, focusing on documenting
events, maintaining objectivity in examination, and conducting analysis. Through this historical
analysis, we underscored the pivotal role played by Kurdish legal experts in Southern Kurdistan
in addressing the predicament of the Barzan region and opposing its oppression from 1931 to
1958.

The diligent efforts of these legal experts received high praise, and the Iragi government
responded to these demands, demonstrating its commitment to the issue by allocating
necessary funds in the 1953 general budget. Consequently, most of the incarcerated individuals
were set free, though some of their family members remained in detention. The government
also aided those who wished to return to their homeland.
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