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Abstract

Speech act theory is one of the most important theories in the field of language pragmatics that
examines the functions of language and their impact on social interactions. Among them,
declarative speech acts have a special place in Searle's five-part classification because, relying
on the social and institutional position of the speaker, they cause real changes in the legal,
administrative, or organizational status. The present study, focusing on the administrative
letters of Salahaddin University-Erbil, examines how declarative speech acts are formed and
function in these texts.

The main question of this research is how declarative speech acts in administrative letters of
Salahaddin University cause administrative and organizational changes through official
language and institutional authority. This research is descriptive-analytical in terms of method
and data were collected through library study and collection of samples of real administrative
letters of Salahaddin University. Then, these data were analyzed using a qualitative approach
and based on the theoretical framework of speech acts, especially Searle's theory of declarative
acts.

The results of the study show that declarative actions in administrative letters are realized
through official language, institutional legitimacy, and specific structures of administrative
correspondence, and play an important role in creating legal, administrative, and
organizational changes. Also, specific patterns of these actions can be identified in the texts
under study, which helps to better understand the mechanism of linguistic power in the
administrative system.

Keyword: declarative speech act, administrative letter, pragmatics, official language,
institutional authority, Salahaddin University.
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