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Abstract

The Iraqi—British Agreement of 30 June 1930 represents a significant milestone in the modern
history of Iraq, as it paved the way for the country’s formal independence from the British
Mandate and its subsequent admission to the League of Nations. Despite its importance, the
agreement failed to address the political and administrative rights of the Kurdish population in
Southern Kurdistan. This study examines the reactions and positions of the Kurdish people
toward the agreement. It finds that the majority of Kurds opposed the treaty, primarily because
it overlooked their national aspirations and excluded any provisions for Kurdish political or
administrative autonomy. Meanwhile, Iraqi and British officials attempted to mitigate Kurdish
discontent through diplomatic efforts. The research employs historical analysis and a
chronological methodological approach to trace these developments. The findings indicate that
the Kurdish response was not uniform. Kurdish elites actively opposed the agreement by issuing
protest memoranda and encouraging public demonstrations. At the same time, a limited
number of Kurdish tribes expressed support for the treaty. On 6 September 1930, Kurdish
protests culminated in demonstrations that were met with violent suppression by Iraqi forces,
resulting in casualties among the demonstrators.

Keywords: Iraqi—British Agreement of 30th 1930, Kurdish tribes, British diplomacy, Iragi
independence, Kurdish political movement
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Unpublished Archives

- The National Archives, FO 371/4192 Precis of affairs in southern Kurdistan during the Great
War.

Published Archives

- A.L.P. Burdett, 2015, Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-
1979, British Documentary Sources, first published 2015, Cambridge, Air Staff
Intelligence Subject Mulla Effendi of Arbil On December 16th Special paid visit to
Mulla Effendi Badawah Office of Special Service Officer Arbil Dated the 17th
December 29 Vol, 7, 1927-1930, 537 - 536.

- A.L.P. Burdett, 2015, Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-
1979, British Documentary Sources, first published 2015, Cambridge, Extract from
Special Mosuls Report 24.12.1929 Vol ,7 1927-1930, 540.

- A.L.P. Burdett, 2015, Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-
1979, British Documentary Sources, first published 2015, Cambridge, Part 1. Kurdish
nationalism Air Staff 13.02.1930 Vol ,7 1927-1930, 573.

- A.L.P. Burdett, 2015, Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-
1979, British Documentary Sources, first published 2015, Cambridge, Summery of
Kurdish Aspiration April .1929 Vol ,7 1927-1930, 577.

- A.L.P. Burdett, 2015, Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-
1979, British Documentary Sources, first published 2015, Cambridge, S.S. O’s House
Mosul. 8/2/30. Secret Vol ,7 1927-1930, 581-583.

- A.L.P. Burdett, 2015, Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-
1979, Message from Sulaimanieh, Secret Vol ,7 1927-1930, 27. 7. 30. 792.
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- A.L.P. Burdett, 2015, Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-
1979, Secret Vol, 8, 1930-1939, Air Headquarters, Iraq Command HINA IDI,
Summary of Intelligence, Najd and Southern Desert, Dated 4™ August, 1930, 19-20.

- Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-1979, British
Documentary Sources, Editor A.L.P. Burdett, vol 8, 1930-1939, Memorandum, Visit
of H. E. the high commissioner and the prime minister, dated the 6th August 1930, 34-
35.
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English Books

* Philip S. Khoury and Joseph Kostiner, Tribes and State Formation in the Middle East,
University of California Press, http://ark.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft0d5n99htf/, Last
accessed, 13-12-2023.

» League of Nations, Question of the frontier between Turkey and Iraq: Report submitted
to the council by the commission instituted by the council Resolution of September 30,
1924, Geneva: League of Nations: C.400. 1925, VIL.no. 147.

* lyon, Wallace. (2002), Kurds, Arabs and Britons, D.K. Fieldhouse, London.
Internate Websites:
e https:/media-irag.org/news-188.html &5ty lw¥) .o ol Geunall wie Laflast

accessed 27-01-2025
® https://www.ahewar.org/debat/show.art.asp?aid=269998#google_vignette 5 <I3 e

ailag sl cpabiaall &8 JUy 3l e 1930 suales wncdl o558 (a58 1Sa il wola
slaaadl accessed 27-11-2025.
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