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Abstract

This article explores the nexus between power and historiography, particularly ancient
Roman imperialism, in the German and American historical writings from the nineteenth and
early twentieth century. Scholars have intensively explored the use of the roman imperialism
in supporting the British imperialism. However, the relations between Roman imperialism
and its usage in German and American historiography remain critically unexplored. Through
the of Michel Foucault’s power-knowledge and discourse analysis, this paper aims to delves
into the relationships between power of those traditions and historical productions. The
central questions are: How does the narrative surrounding Roman imperialism shape
discussions on the nation-state building and expansion beyond state borders? And how does
the discourse on Roman imperialism incorporates racial theories? particularly in the works of
German scholar Theodor Mommsen and American scholar Tenney Frank. Despite their
different approaches, both scholars drew from Roman history to achieve similar political
aims. This paper contends that history, as exemplified by Roman imperialism, serves as a
powerful tool in justifying political actions.

Keywords: Roman Imperialism, Historiography, Imperialism, Historiography of Roman
Imperialism in Germany, Historiography Roman Imperialism in the US.
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