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Child Marriage in Kurdistan and its Relation to Culture
and Religion

A Sociology Field Research carried out in Erbil Province
Summary

This research aims at identifying the effects of culture and
religion on child marriage, and its consequences to individuals,
families and society. Qualitative method is used in carrying out this
research, and semi-structured interviews have been conducted of
for data collection. The research field is the city of Erbil and the
research samples are of two categories; the first category comprises
of seven cases of girls married under the age of 15 while the second
category comprises seven experts in the fields of Shari’a,
sociology, human rights, gynecology, and lawyers.

This research demonstrates that child marriage is vastly
influenced by the prevailing culture, in particular the patriarchic
culture that carries a traditional viewpoint to women and considers
that women as human being inferior to men and under men’s
hegemony. Child marriage is also influenced by religion as religion
is a key to violating the law and legitimizing this marriage. In the
Kurdish society, religion impacts the community and individuals’
aspects of life and the marriage process in general, and it impacts
child marriage in particular, therefore child marriage is under the
direct influence of Shari’a. While child marriage has many negative
consequences to individuals and the community, it also leads to the
supremacy of outdated norms and traditions that are in
contradiction to human rights and the participation of women in the
entire aspects of social, political, economic, and cultural life. Child
marriage also leads to an increase in many social problems, the
most obvious of which is divorce.
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