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Abstract

Due to the importance of the geographical location of the city of Rawanduz, being a
mountainous area characterized by ruggedness and its location on the strategic Hamilton
road that connects Iran to Erbil, the city fell for the period between 1958 and 1963 under the
influence of changes that occurred at the Iraqi and Kurdistan levels, including, for example,
the revolution of July 14, 1958, this revolution that was the reason for the return of a group
of people of Rawanduz who had accompanied Mullah Mustafa Barzani of the Soviet Union,
in addition to the emergence of the conflict that existed between the Kurdistan Democratic
Party and the Iragi Communist Party in Rawanduz. The outbreak of the revolution of
September 1961 led to the division of the people of Rawanduz to different directions, where
some of them stood in solidarity with the revolution and supported it and joined its ranks,
while some joined the government of Abdul Karim Qasim and took up arms against the
Kurdistan revolution, but the position of these people changed after the start of the rule of
the National Guard in Iraq on February 8, 1963, due to the arrests and torture practiced by
the National Guard against the Kurds in the Kurdish areas, including the city of Rawanduz, a
large group of whom were arrested in this city.

Keyword: Rawanduz, the National Guard, Iragi Communist Party, Kurdistan Democratic
Party, Prison.
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